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This is now our fifth and final week discussing the resurrection in I 

Corinthians 15—there’s been a lot to unpack. In verses 50-58, Paul lands the 

plane, so to speak, by answering 3 questions: 1) how can the resurrection 

happen, 2) why is the resurrection so significant, 3) what difference does 

the resurrection make in our present-day lives?  

 

The Mystery of the Resurrection—How can our perishable bodies be 

raised imperishable?  

 

Have you known someone who was frustrated because they understood the 

problem they were facing perfectly well, but they had no idea of how to fix 

it? The Corinthians struggled to accept the concept of a future resurrection 

of believers. And the source of their struggle was that they understood 

perfectly well what the problem was, yet they were blind to the solution. 

The problem was one of incompatibility.  

 

Incompatible—is always bad news!  

Incompatible means the very nature of two things is opposed to each other 

so that they are incapable of working together.  

� “This software is incompatible with your operating system” 

� The last thing I want to do as a minister is tell a young couple in 

premarital counseling that they are incompatible.  

� “A bird may love a fish, but where would they build their home?” 

(Fiddler on the Roof) 

� Trying to install a dishwasher that is incompatible.  

 

Paul states the problem of incompatibility in vs. 50: “flesh and blood cannot 

inherit the kingdom of God…” This perishable, dying body is incompatible 

with the imperishable kingdom. Our mortality is compatible with an eternal 

life of immortality. So the Corinthians understood the problem of 

incompatibility quite well and they wanted to just throw out the doctrine of 

the resurrection altogether.  

But the deeper problem was not the matter of incompatibility but the 

Corinthian’s failure to factor God into the problem. Jesus addressed the 

same issue with the Sadducees in Matt 22. They too refused to believe in 

the resurrection, but Jesus said to them, “You are mistaken, not 

understanding the Scriptures or the power of God” (29). 

 

There is a principle here that applies to many doctrines—not just the 

resurrection. Just because you can’t fully understand how some spiritual 

truths are compatible, doesn’t mean you should throw them out. Do you 

factor in the infinite wisdom and power of God, or do you insist that 

everything must fit into your way of thinking? Be careful, lest you mold a 

God and religion into your own likeness.  

 

Paul points to the solution in [vs. 51-53]. The answer to our present, 

physical incompatibility for heaven, is the supernatural power of God that 

produces an instantaneous conversion—a miracle whereby the nature of 

our bodies changes from perishable to imperishable, mortal to immortal, 

corruptible to incorruptible.  

 

This transformation will take place at the sounding of the last trumpet when 

Christ returns. Those who are dead will be raised with a transformed body 

while whose who are alive will be changed in a moment, in the twinkling or 

blinking of an eye. The idea here is that it will be in a fraction of a second. 

The word moment is translated from atomos where we get our word atom, 

meaning something so small that its indivisible. That’s how instantaneous 

God’s power will change us from one nature to another.  

 

Our transformed bodies will bear some likeness to our present bodies. God 

does not discard our old bodies (doesn’t leave them in the ground) but 

recreates them in a split-second. Yet they will have an entirely different 

nature. Paul doesn’t say the new replaces the old, He says in vs. 53 that the 

perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality—

like putting on another layer of clothes that somehow transforms what was 

already there. In the winter you don’t take off your cold clothes to put warm 

clothes on. You put warmer clothes over what you are already wearing so 

that the Jacket transforms your t-shirt and body from cold to warm.  

 



Paul says, this must happen (53). The perishable must put on the 

imperishable. The mortal must put on immortality. Why? Because flesh and 

blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. You can’t go into the heavenly 

courts dressed the way you are, dressed in dying, sinful flesh.  

 

This is the purpose of death for the Christian. Death is the separation of the 

individual person (the spirit) from his perishable body which is laid in the 

ground to decay until Christ returns and instantaneously re-creates his body 

and clothes him with it, so he’s fit for immortal life in heaven.  

 

So how can our perishable bodies be raised imperishable? By the 

instantaneous, recreative power of God at the appointed time of Christ’s 

return.  

 

The Significance of the Resurrection—Why is our resurrection such good 

news? 

 

We learned earlier in vs. 26, that death is the last enemy to be defeated for 

God to be honored in His proper place of supremacy over all things. 

Therefore, the resurrection signals the final, triumphant deathblow to the 

enemy of death for the believer. It signals the death of death. [vs. 54]  

 

This victory chant, “death is swallowed up in victory,” is taken from Isaiah 

25:8 where he prophesied of a coming day when the Lord will prepare a 

banqueting table for His people and “He will swallow up death for all time, 

and the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove 

the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. And 

it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited 

that He might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us 

rejoice and be glad in His salvation." 

 

Who is our God who has swallowed up death? The Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ When God raised Christ from the dead, He was the first fruits of a 

resurrection that swallows up eternal death for all who are one with Him by 

faith.  

 

Yet, beware! Though death has no ultimate power over you, child of God, 

that old deceiver, Satan, will come to you, clothed in the dark costume of 

death and he will taunt your faith. He wants to persuade you to live in fear 

of your perishable nature. He wants you to live for only that which is mortal, 

and perishing and corruptible—as though the best that life offers is that 

which turns to rust, rot, and decay. He taunts you to fill your life with fear, 

jealousy, lust, envy, and strife for sleepless nights and days filled with vanity. 

But death does not have the final word for you, child of God.  

 

So when death comes to taunt you, you talk back. You say, “O 

death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  

 

Death says to you, “My victory is in my sting, and my sting is your 

sin! You are a sinner. Every day you sin. Your sins are like a million 

barbs on my stinger. Don’t you feel the guilt of my sting, sinner? 

Don’t you feel my sting pierce your conscience, sinner?   

 

You say, “O death, I know your sting is my sin. I know full well that 

I’m a sinner and I’ve confessed my sin. But I didn’t ask you what 

your sting is. I ask you where is your sting.” 

 

Death stubbornly sneers at you, “My victory is in my sting, sinner. 

And my sting is your sin. So let me just remind you of all those times 

you sinned, when you didn’t love God, you didn’t thank God, you 

didn’t obey God, you didn’t treasure God. You didn’t even pay 

attention to God. All you did was love yourself.”  

 

You say, “O death, I know your sting is my sin. I know full well that 

I’m a sinner and I’ve confessed my sin. But I didn’t ask you what 

your sting is. I ask you where is your sting.” 

 

Death raises his voice at you, “Don’t you know the power of my 

sting. Its greater than the sting of a scorpion, greater than the sting 

of cancer. My sting burns forever, it never stops because my sting 

has power. Did you forget, the sting of death is powered by the 

law—God’s law! My sting is not just the voice of conscience. My 

sting is not just the voice of guilt. My sting is the voice of God 

condemning your sin. That’s where my victory is. My victory is the 

judgment of God that burns forever in the lake of fire for every 



rebel. And their worm shall not die, and their fire shall not be 

quenched, and they shall be abhorred by all flesh” (Isa 66:24).  

 

You say, “Wait death! I know the victory you fight for. I know that 

your sting is my sin. But you’ve avoided my question. I ask you 

where is your sting. Perhaps I shall answer it for you, O death. 

Perhaps I need to show you where is your sting. Perhaps I need to 

show you where is my sin. Look! There on the cross. Do you see my 

sin laid on Christ? Do you see your sting—crucified, canceled, 

crushed! Look to the cross, O death, for that is my victory, my 

song.”   

 

“God made Christ who knew no sin to be my sin so that I might 

become the righteousness of God in Christ (2 Cor 5:21). Sin no 

longer has dominion over me. O death, you are no greater threat 

than a honey bee that stings once and then it dies. When you drove 

your stinger deep into my flesh, it was Christ you stung for He and I 

are one. As you flew away the million barbs of my sin clung to the 

crucified Christ where God’s judgment fell on my sin. Your stinger 

has been ripped from your flesh and you lie bleeding to death in the 

dirt.”  

 

“So here my song, O Death, the song of the redeemed; a funeral 

dirge for you, but a song of praise to Jesus. So I sing, ‘Death is 

crusted to death, life is mine to live, won through His selfless love. 

This the power of the cross, Christ became sin for us. Took the 

blame, bore the wrath, we stand forgiven at the cross!’”1 

 

“So speak not again a single word, O death, for I know that you are 

but a shadow, a mere costume for that old deceiver, for you have 

no hold on me!” 

 

                                                           
1 Adapted from the song, “The Power of the Cross” by Keith and Kristen Getty. 

“Oh—one final word, O death. My name is not sinner. My name is 

child of God. My name is Life! And the One who gave me that name 

is the one who made me a new creation. He is the resurrection and 

the life and He said—mark my words—He said, “He who believes in 

me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in 

me shall never die” (John 11:25).2 

 

“So death, you are but my servant, to hold these old rags of flesh in 

the grave, and usher me into the presence of my Savior where my 

Father will dress me in the final fitting of His robes of righteousness 

and love.”  

 

So church, we have every right to say,  

 

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? The 

sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be 

to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (vs. 

55-57). 

 

Here’s what you need to see. Death can only have victory over you if it 

stings you with your sin, because the wages of sin is death. And the venom 

of your sin has the power to condemn you because God’s law sets His 

judgment against sinners. Sin has power because it transgresses God’s law, 

and God’s law determines which side of His righteousness and justice you 

stand on.  

 

But if Christ has taken the sting of your sin, then the wrath of God has fallen 

on Christ, sparing you. And because Christ has risen, and you are one with 

Him, death is swallowed up in victory. The stinger of sin has been 

dismembered and sin’s charges have been cancelled. Therefore God’s law 

has been satisfied through the cross and verified through the resurrection.  

 

Doesn’t that make you want to sing?  

2 This dialogue with death inspired by (and some short phrases adapted from) John 

Piper, “Victor Watters Converses with Death: A Meditation on I Cor 15:55-57 

Memorial Service for Victor Manuel Watters, Sept 11, 2011. www.desiringgod.org.  



 

The Implications of the Resurrection—What difference does it make in our 

present-day lives?  

 

[vs. 58] The doctrine of the resurrection changes the way we live—today. 

Paul says that we can live in a way that we know is not vain. So it might be 

helpful to ask the question, what make something vain? Vanity is when you 

do something for nothing, doing something that doesn’t pay off in the end. 

If something is vain it lacks real value. Its hollow or worthless.  

 

Vain living is spending our energy and expending our lives on things that 

have no lasting value. But the doctrine of the resurrection tells us that there 

is more to live for than just this perishing earthly life, with its amenities that 

rust, rot, and decay. So Paul urges us to abound in the work of the Lord. 

That is, to generously put ourselves into Kingdom living. Live as though we 

are compatible with eternity.  

 

And perhaps the best way to do that is to bring an eternal perspective into 

all that we do: Loving our neighbor, serving our coworker, studying the 

Bible, washing the dishes, financially investing in the kingdom, sharing the 

gospel, asking how we can please and honor God in all that we do.   

 

But what do you do when you start living exclusively for Christ and discover 

that the world opposes your values. Paul says, be steadfast—be steady. Be 

immovable—not easily thrown off balance. How is this possible? It’s 

possible because the doctrine of the resurrection grounds us in what is 

eternal. We are secure in Christ. Our future is sealed. We have no 

permanent loss to fear.  

 

So we can sing with Martin Luther:   

“Let goods and kindred go,  

this mortal life also;  

the body they may kill;  

[but] God's truth abideth still;  

his kingdom is forever.” 

                                                           
3 David Garland, ECNT: I Corinthians, pg. 746, quoting Schmid, TDNT 3:668.  

 

In Christ you are free to takes risks for the kingdom—risk the temporary for 

the eternal.  

In Christ you are free to embrace danger for the sake of the kingdom.  

In Christ you are free to be lavishly generous for the kingdom.  

In Christ your identity is not found in how much people like you, or what 

you have, but in who you serve. So you are free to spend your life on Christ.  

 

The thrust of Paul’s message is this: Christ died, conquering sin. Christ was 

raised, conquering death. “When sin is overcome, death is robbed of its 

power.”3 So we can be diligent, courageous, and generous in the work of 

the Lord because death’s sting has been swallowed up in victory. Live as 

though you are compatible with the eternal kingdom.      


